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okyo's new Ancient Egyptian Museum is
the result of a private initarive which be-
gan in the late 1990% Within a decade,
the importance of the collection was rec
ognized in Japan. That recognition resulted in reo
temporary-loan exhibitions, each accompanied by
a catmlogoe, that of the second exhibition conmin-
ing objects acquired afier the closing of the first
exhibition, although all of the objects in that were
again on view in the second, An aggressive aoqui-
sition policy soon increased the holdings 1o such
an extent that it was no longer practical to house
the growing collection in a private hoine. There
fore a decision was then made to establish an ex-
hibition space which would allow the collection o
be a means of inmaducing visitors 1o ancient
Egypt's civilization, inasmuch as such a specialized




museum did not already exist in fapan. A suitable venue was
identified anal re-conligured imio elghe galleries. esch with a

particular theme

The imsesllatbim leaiures mwi s udio-visuel presenis-
timas. which rmn.-ql.r vimilors with an overview of amcirnl
Egypiian history and a briel introduction wo the Museum ii-
wli and s holdings. The design of the wries of srchivectar
ally enhanced spaces b inlended o contribuite o n Bvely, vi-
carious experienes of Egyp in the 4?.1I:| Toeentieth I:"ﬂllul‘_\

he Dig, House gallery is evocative of the ansbiance of

sceommodations of foreign

archacelsgical misskons n
Egypt. The visitor will [ind the
iaids of the rade, with theis
lmction explained, as well as
exhibition cases and free stand-
img vitrimes presenting o disch
PO S PYEY of ancient 1:ﬂ?||€hl|l
art from the Predynasiic Period
1o the emd of the Kew Kimgdom
Here one finds an ivory Ggmrine
with inlaid eyes, dating v whowy
120 BL, its body bearing incis-
el decomaison, which may well
represent a garment, and a ce
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Asmaing the [ng Hosse
dicplarys are a Tar [
L
imss ribuesld four Kimg
Dy (1), & slishmrtie
[ragmenr with the
wemar off Quivm s
ik flalioe ) plass jim-
Ly depioming (it
im)k; wushafy head of
Akhraairs (Brivw
Reft); & el of the
Amarna perund (hos-

-

ramic vessel of Fiest Dymasty dave inscribed with the name
ol King Djed. There are slso five oylinder seals in vamons
materials, mnging in dace from the Archaic Period 10 the Old
Kimgdon: & Basence dish of Middle Kingdom date with
mdel ll.sl 18 food offerings; and a fsience thiow-sick,
which may represent a minlatwre versiom of larger ones used
im bunting bewd in the Egypiian pagyTus marshes,

This gallery is panbcularly strong in objects From
ihe Mew Kingdomns, In sdditional 1o sn exiraondinary collec
tiom ol necklaces in glss and hiience, there are woileiry ab-
jeots, inchuding rwo mirmors; knobs in fmence learuring the
canouches of Amenhowep 111 and Rameses 11 and a quariziie
fragment inscribed Tor Melertin, the beauiful queen of Akh
emnten, dephoued in a phoated dress woven of the linest Egyp-
tiam linen. There is also 8 remarkable fragmentary torso in
Egypaisn blue mscribed lor Mefemart, queen of Rameses 11
she i represented holding a hly scepaer, the emblem of fe-
male rerral-auibority, The imsoription on the back: pillar as-
wires the identification of this queen

wislior emier & comfined space, in onder 1o koce a key

with which to unlock a “tressure chest.” Within it pne
linds an msoetmeni o peeciows ohyeors, including caamgles
o gold pewelry. The expericioe conliees because the visitor
15 then asked o locate o papyras scroll, which — when pro-
perty examined — rrveals & symibol marking hidden treas-
unes which are secreied in hidden chambers placed o the
wall of the Faperary Gallery

Thr Treasiere Gallery is interactive |t demands thar the

@ ﬂuhli,uhl. can semse wha it beels like when TV lumi-
nares enger egually dlm-l-;hlnj SpREEs 0n -an!-.nf
their special wiocass. The conterplece ol the gallery is a
00 Kmi

Th-l.l: space b dark, in onder that the visitor, anmed with




patinied-and-gibded wooden anthroposd coffin of Late Penod
date, knscribed lor the Lady Taakberwerel In keeping with
her divine suarus in the Alwerlife, her face has been gilded
She wears & peciona] around her neck which, is surroundied
by & hmad collar ornamented with floral motfs. Of pamico-
lar imterest are the scenes dephcting her hying on a bon-
shaped fomerary baer atpended by the jackal-headed god
Anubis, below which s & scene From the Book of the Dead,
with her heart heing wesghed agamst the feather of Truth.
The culfin’s botom, visible i & mirmor, shows the goddesses
tsis and Nephthys worshipping their brocher Osiris in the
form of & djed-pillar, bemeath which s o represenation of
But, the winged sky-goddess

This object is complemented with paneks lrom
i her coffins, I-1nw11r}'!lmn.|d. a mumsher of ushabéis aml a
camiphc jar, There ks also 8 selection of papyri, womb pain-
ings anil fumerary sselae, including ome ol Eighteenth Dy-
nasgy dute, d-epln:ll.lny, s cwmee, Werher, snilling s waster
lity llerweer. The inscription at the bottom explaims that the
Iigwre 1o the righs is offering cool waler [or Wenhenas ha
it B0

he Temple Gallery 18 devoted 10 rebicls and sculprure.

Hiere wialors find o granise suiweite of an anonymous,

Ramessade official depicted wearing a Bshionahle wag
exposing ihe ears. He is hare-chesied and supports a stan-
dard agains his shoubder, which is topped by an aegs. an
absject designed s the head snd neck of a deity wearing a
beoad collar. In this case the deity may be idenified as
Schhmet, because the aegls s comprised of 8 oness head
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wilh a sun disc and wreseus, Such sandsnd-bearing swaues
were oflen placed in accesaible anens of 2 iemple, so that pid
rims could address thew pravers w these mdividuaals, who
would act a8 imtercesson, Thoy would assuwre thas they
wirild convey the pilgrim’s prayer (o the deity represenied
ey the segin

Bl coniemporary W @ Nimeteenth Dynasty lime-
Au-.ln-r simueite of the aleon-god Haren, mecribed on

thee breass with canouches of the nomen and prenc
men ol I‘-Il'rr\-rpl.iuh the thirmernih son and evermual sucoes-
mr of Rameses |1 The importanaes of this seapuette is dive o
thee [act that it represents 2 god of ancent Mear Exstern oi-
gin, who was worshipped by Astsiic colomists seiled on the

Lerft, |9k Dymasry mesrame sraueine of che Aviaris filion
o Hswrom, wish ihe doable cortaucies of King b ook,
prrhagn |:|'|Flir.|l vy that psimaimmpmjal sfarer of che god Jeumd o
Tanic & prw im the Bpyplion Msumn, Caim

Brlow Ramevsbds grandie statsetle fragment of an official with
a Sebhmey acgss. Baik seulpiuses are disphoved in the Teyo
museam’ Temple Gallery

Giza platesu duting the Ramesside perbod. At that tine the
Great Sphing therr was known as the god Harmachis and
thi Asistie cobsniss living i s shadow confased ehai
Egypiian deity with thebr god Huron and so adopeed him, o
serve a3 their god of resurrection, Thies, durkng the Rames-
side periedd several starues of lalcons were inscrihed as the
Asiwtic god Huron, Of ilhese, ihe most (amous, s in the
Egypuian Musum, Caino, inscribed for Remeses 11 1 is very
likely that this monumental sisine served s the model for
our falcon stmuerie. Alhosigh it was found at Tams, curren
research sugeests that the Cairo image origimally stood
Ciza, i the vicinky ol the Grean Sphinx, and was subee-
guenily moved 1o that Belea city during the Thisd Interme
diae Period, It was doubtbess damaged during this irans-
por, which sccounts for the replacement ol ihe lace of the
falcom & mome of a peroepoibly dillerem calor

appaineed 1o reflect a sitting room of the Victorian ers
with a seriee facing # showcase contsining & wooden
canapic-jar lid once in the MacGregor Collection and frag:
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Thr Wuzeum inmallanon ends wnh ihe Paorons Gallery



meistary portrail of an Amama roval, reportedly handled by
Horward Caner, This galbery b homsge e all earleer collec-
toas anl phianihrepists whose effons contrtbated vo the de-
velopment of the discipline of Egrpendogy. The visiter may
alsa consult amy namber of references books which are con-
tmaned] in @ smeall libary

The collecion mcludes a linge number ol glass and
glazed ohjers. These are the subject ol an-ging. ROR-iAva-
sive analyses at the Tokyo University of Schence, the resulis
of which are archived a1 the Museum For comparative puar-
puoses, fullilling onc of the Museum’s mssions,
Kt O

Larft, Frugmmiary Late Prriod stalar of an official
Above, Bomar-period bood of the ged Serapis.

-I'hr-ulr_ Wirw of rhe T.-iv_ln musrumbk Faimsl Callery wkigh svahey
the Victortaw sirting waom of a collactes of anciest Bgypelas arr of tar
i, s bomagy b the ki laméhropists of the 19k & sarly 30th con-
turis mhbime financial hachig of poigvalnins conerilmasd o the dewed-
gl af the diwcipline of Egyplalagy.

tiomns on @ pericadic basis, with lour progected exhibe

towns scheduled over the mexy vwo years, devoted e A
Sarvey of Anclent Egyplian An—Predymastic Period o the
Capiic Era; The Ant ol the Eighieenih Dynasiy, special ens-
phasis on the Amarna period; Ancient Egyptian Glass: and
Ancient Egyplian Faience,

Drue 1o limitations of space, this private mseum
open o the gemeral public by appointmen only, spon pay-
ment of an entry bee. The Ancient Egypaian Museum & ko
cated at 801 Maison Shibuya, on the eighth oor ae 1-12-18
Jimman Sereet, diagonally across the strea fram Tower Re-
cords, in the Shiboye-ki district of Tokyo, 8 shont ve-min-
e walk from Shibuys stanon. (Zip | 50-0041; Phone (13-
GE0S-0718.)

Tht Ancsenn Egypuian Muscum plans 1o moaie is collec






